THE TRUE HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF KING LEAR AND HIS
THREE DAUGHTERS: CHARACTER MAP

KING LEAR
Monarch of a mythical Britain. Aware of his age, he has a succession problem. He has three daughters - how
does he make sure the family isn’t torn asunder in his dotage?

GLOUCESTER
A loyal courtier and old friend of the King. She has two sons - Edgar, whose father was Gloucester’s hushand,
and Edmund, whose father was not.

KENT

Another noble, a long-serving courtier of the king. After his expulsion from the court, he calls himself ‘Caius’ to
continue his service of Lear in disguise.

GONERIL

Lear’s first-born daughter. She is married to Albany.

ALBANY

Powerful nobleman, the King’s son-in-law.

REGAN

Lear's middle daughter. She is married to Cornwall.

CORNWALL

Powerful nobleman, the King’s son-in-law.

CORDELIA

The youngest daughter. At the start of the play she is being courted by two foreign rulers, France and Burgundy.
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KING OF FRANCE

King from over the Channel. He marries Cordelia, even without the expected dower and one-third of the
kingdom, and she goes into exile in France. This gives her a base to plot the invasion of Britain and restoration

of her father.

DUKE OF BURGUNDY

Another ruler from abroad. He is not prepared to marry Cordelia without the land and money which would
normally come with her.

THE FOOL
Lear’s long-serving truth-teller, companion, and emotional safety rail. He speaks nonsense which occasionally
slips into wisdom.

EDGAR

Gloucester's legitimate son. A sort of diffident Humlet-type at the top of the play, his betrayal by his half-brother
forces him into hiding, where he disguises himself as ‘Poor Tom’, a madman who lives rough on the moor.

Poor Tom’s ‘madness’ and the Fool’s “folly’ sit either side of Lear’s experiences in a violent storm.

EDMUND

Gloucester’s other son. Being illegitimate, he will not inherit his mother’s land. In the long tradition of
Shakespearean characters who take the audience into their confidence as the scheme the destruction of their
foes, such as lago or Richard II1. Later, having betrayed his brother and mother, he becomes Earl of Gloucester,
and the desire-object for Regan and Goneril.

OSWALD

Goneril's steward, messenger and odd jobs man.

THE DOCTOR

Cares for Lear as the king recovers from the depravations in the storm.

ASSORTED MESSENGERS AND SERVANTS

Witnesses to the folly of the powerful, and occasional voices of conscience in a brutal world.




