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MANDELA MATHIA

WRITER’S NOTE

Mandela Mathia

It’s a given. Whether we like it or not, life is like a 
glasshouse that throws rocks at us and hides its 
hand. It’s up to us how we reply when rocks are 
thrown at us. Either we make jewels out of them 
or throw them back at the glasshouse. Coming 
of age, having to reflect on the tragedies that 
have happened to my family and the South 
Sudanese community for twenty-seven years, 
is the reason I had to write Lose To Win. I saw 
many individuals within my community as well 
as myself turn these rocks into jewels, through 
building character, resilience, and the ability to 
move forward despite everything we have gone 
through. Lose To Win is a celebratory story of 
those of us who are living in the west and those 
back in South Sudan. It is a celebratory story of 

empowerment, of everyone who had to deal with 
the rocks life threw and continues to throw at 
them, but still chose, and continue to choose, to 
turn these rocks into jewels and move forward. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention and thank 
important people who I consider friends and 
mentors, and who have helped bring this 
story to life. To the wonderful storyteller and 
filmmaker, Genevieve Clay-Smith, who has been 
on this project from the genesis of the idea and 
the early stages of writing, thank you. 

To another wonderful director, Jessica Arthur, 
who saw something in my heart, believed in 
the story and helped me bring the writing to 
completion. Thank you. 



Mandela Mathia, Keerthi Subramanyam, 
Jessica Arthur, Jen Jackson

To the dramaturgs, Dom Mercer and Ayah Tayeh, 
who brought their skills and abilities to refine 
and develop the script. Your contribution has 
been substantial in this work. So, thank you.

To Red Line Productions and its staff who 
helped provide space for me to share Lose to 
Win with the Sydney audiences for the first time, 
my family and I are indebted to you. So,  
thank you. 

And finally, to Belvoir St Theatre and my Belvoir 
family — I am thankful to you for providing a 
place which helped to introduce me to Sydney 

audiences as a performer, and for giving me 
opportunities to nurture my craft as an actor. 
Furthermore, my family and I thank you for 
giving this story a voice and a home for Australia 
to come and see and hear what really happened!

This story is also dedicated to my late mother 
Joska Acii Lela. Thank you!



JESSICA ARTHUR

I met Mandela in 2017 when he was in his final 
year of drama school. One day in rehearsal he 
walked up to me and asked, “in the future, will 
you make a play with me?” Jump forward to us 
emerging from lockdown four years later, we 
both had some time on our hands. Mandela and  
I would meet in our local park and he told me 
the story of his life, every single incredible detail. 

Mandela is generous in his invitation to the 
audience. He shares his story in a way that 
invites curiosity and empathy towards our 
deeper selves. Through the exploration of 
his journey, he urges our own questioning of 
what it means to belong to this country - to 
be Australian.

Working with the creative team - Kate, Brendon, 
Keerthi - is a joy. Each member brings their own 
unique perspectives and experiences. Jen and 
Dana skilfully guide this show from page to 

stage. An essential part of the team is Yacou, an 
excellent musician who brings rhythmic intuition 
to Mandela’s story.

Thank you to Rose Mulcare, everyone at Red Line 
Productions and the Old Fitz for their support 
of the work in 2022. Thank you to the team of 
Nayika: A Dancing Girl for sharing process, space 
and story. Thank you to all at Belvoir for bringing 
this play to life and to Eamon, Dom and Ayah for 
your collaboration.

The biggest thank you of all goes to my friend 
and collaborator Mandela Mathia, thank you for 
gifting me and audiences with the experience of 
getting to know you and allowing us into your 
world of story-telling.

We hope this play provides you with a sense of 
hope while exploring what it means to long for 
safety, acceptance and the space to dream.
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TIDDAS
The comedy smash of the Brisbane Festival,  
for a three-week Sydney season.

 

TINY BEAUTIFUL  
THINGS 
A tiny, beautiful, and life-affirming play based on  
the book by Cheryl Strayed.

HOLDING THE MAN 
The love story which defined a generation, and a classic  
of the Australian stage, in a brand new production.

LOSE TO WIN 
An extraordinary journey from South Sudan to the Belvoir stage.

NAYIKA A DANCING GIRL
A virtuosic solo performance mixing storytelling,  
live music, and Bharatanatyam dance.

NEVER CLOSER
An astonishing debut play in a production direct from  
our Downstairs Theatre. 

12 – 28 Jan

1 Feb – 3 Mar

9 Mar – 14 Apr

25 Apr – 19 May

30 Apr – 19 May

25 May – 16 Jun

28 Jun – 21 Jul

17 Aug – 22 Sep

28 Sep – 3 Nov

9 Nov – 15 Dec    

COUNTING AND  
CRACKING
The internationally-acclaimed epic returns to Sydney,  
this time at Carriageworks.

THE CURIOUS  
INCIDENT OF THE DOG  
IN THE NIGHT-TIME
The hit adaptation of the hit book in a brand new, 
very Belvoir production.

WELL-BEHAVED  
WOMEN
A musical feast celebrating the women who refused to behave.

AUGUST:  
OSAGE COUNTY
One of the monumental plays of the 21st century,  
up close and personal.

BELVOIR.COM.AUJOIN US

2024 SEASON



If your business would like to partner 
with Belvoir, please email us at  
development@belvoir.com.au  
or call 02 8396 6250

The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, 
Governor of New South Wales

Production Partner

Youth & Education Partner Production Partner

GOVERNMENT PARTNERSPATRON

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

MAJOR PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

ASSOCIATE PARTNERS

Network Computing & Consulting
NCC

RESEARCH & ENGAGEMENT

BELVOIR PARTNERS



The 
Greatorex 
Fund

Patty Akopiantz & Justin Punch
Robert & Libby Albert
Sophie & Stephen Allen
The Balnaves Foundation
Guido Belgiorno-Nettis AM &
Michelle Belgiorno-Nettis
Anne Britton
Jillian Broadbent AC FRSN
Andrew Cameron AM &
Cathy Cameron
Sue Donnelly

David Gonski AC &
Assoc. Prof. Orli Wargon OAM
Fee & David Hancock
Alison Kitchen
Ian Learmonth & Julia Pincus
Helen Lynch AM & Helen Bauer
Sam Meers AO
Sarah & Simon Meers
Beau Neilson
Kerr Neilson
Paris Neilson

Stuart & Kate O’Brien
Cathie & Paul Oppenheim
Dan & Jackie Phillips
Andrew Price
Tom & Kica Saar
Sherry-Hogan Foundation
Rob Thomas AO
The WeirAnderson Foundation
Kim Williams AM & Catherine Dovey
Rosie Williams & John Grill AO
Cathy Yuncken

Andrew Cameron Family Foundation
Jan Burnswoods
Dan & Emma Chesterman
Chrysanthemum Foundation
Ian Dickson AM & Reg Holloway
Doc Ross Family Foundation
Bob & Chris Ernst
Marion Heathcote & Brian Burfitt
Libby Higgin & Dr Gae Anderson
Victoria Holthouse
Houston Group

Anita Jacoby AM 
Johnson Family Foundation
Ingrid Kaiser
Anne & Mark Lazberger
Ross Littlewood & Alexandra Curtin
Robert & Vanessa Morgan
Mountain Air Foundation
Cynthia Nadai & Roslyn Burge
The Phillips Family
Plenary Group
Rachel Emma Ferguson Foundation

The Roberts Pike Foundation 
The Roger Allen and
Maggie Gray Foundation
Penelope Seidler AM
Victoria Taylor
Judy Thomson
The Wales Family Foundation
Sally White OAM
Shemara Wikramanayake
& Ed Gilmartin

TRUSTS & FOUNDATIONS

CHAIR'S CIRCLE

VISIONARY DONORS

We are deeply grateful to our community for supporting us through the good 
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price, your faith in us has made all the difference. Thank you.
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